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A Challenge to Confucian Moral Law from the Movies of

Ki-duk Kim

Tuan-Liang Chien
Yunlin University of Science & Technology General Education Center

Abstract:

The three movies namely Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter... and Spring, 3-Iron, and
Samaria, directed by a Korean director (Ki-duk Kim) during 2003 to 2004, contain some
unreasonable plots directly challenging Confucian moral law that has been deep rooted
imperceptibly into our minds. For instance, in Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter... and Spring,
we can see a young Buddhist monk making love with a young lady and an old monk
burning himself. In 3-1ron, the character breaks into other’s houses while practicing good
deeds, and steal other’s wives. In Samaria, it talks about high school girl prostitution and
lesbian love. Although the above movies portray human behaviors violating the ethics
rules in our society, Kim aimed to open up our hearts and lead us to self-examination and
self-awareness. Confucianists concluded some moral laws on our daily life and society,
and thus built a social structure of manners; meanwhile, such laws are also regarded as
externalism, and receive the criticism of manners as killing. Through Kim’s three movies,
the purpose of this article was to challenge the moral laws in the Chinese culture,
deconstruct moral principles of externalism, and reflect the meaning of the basic

goodness of humanity.

Keywords:
Ki-duk Kim, Confucianists, Manners, General Education
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