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WHO ENDANGERED OUR FOOD SAFETY ?

Su, Elin

Graduate Student
Department of International Affairs and Business
Nan-Hua University

Abstract

Food safety issues are emerging in recent years in Taiwan after the
so-called “evil oil” events in 2013 and 2014, when hundreds of tons of
gutter oil spread in the market, causing panic among the general public.
However, so far, there is no clear evidence to prove that these “evil oil”
products have any immediate pathogenic or fatal harm to human body, and
Taiwanese people’s average life expectancy is no less than that of other
countries with similar level of development. If people can not accept this
dubious risk of “evil oil,” how can they accept other clear risks of
unhealthy diet? In this regard, the paper argues that, the so-called “evil oil”
events are largely business frauds but deliberately manipulated as food
safety issues, which are political struggles and business competition driven
by ideology. With more information and without ideology, people can
actually accept the minor risks of “evil oil” like other ordinary food safety
risks.

Keywords:
adulterated oil, food safety, business fraud, ideology, election
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