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Abstract

Taiwan is an ethnic melting pot. Ranging from the culture of Hakka, Taiwanese
aborigines to the South Fuchien including the Taiwanese Opera, Taiwan Glove Puppet,
sprechgesang rap and tunes, Nankuan and Peikuan, and Chén T'ou, different cultures
have various performing shapes and distinct traditional customs. They intertwine and
result in the diverse style and features of Taiwan.

Peikuan Music is a widespread kind of music and drama in Taiwan. It links up
with the leisure activities, the folk life and the religious activities tightly. In the early
days, people established the amity in the buildings and the temples and expand the
social connection by joining the musical activities regardless the stratum and age. The
unique performance and special vocal music of Peikuan Music plays the leading and
integrative role and function in the idolatrous processions, the weddings and funerals,
or all kinds of activities and performances such as the Taiwanese Opera, Taiwan
Glove Puppet and Chén T'ou. The mode of Peikuan is multivariate. It can be
performed by music and drama as well, and is the important keynote of the traditional
music and culture of Taiwan.

Although Peikuan was widespread, it started to fall in the time of 1960 due to the
social changes. Presently, the mass society’s contacting and understanding of Peikuan
seems to have a phenomenon of rupture. Along with the aging of the Peikuan
musicians, people in Taiwan should do some hard thinking about lasting and
developing the Taiwanese traditional music and offer the new generation the
opportunities to understand and contact this important cultural heritage.

This study explores, analyzes and discusses aimed at the “Rong-Le-Xuan
Peikuan Opera Troupe” in the range of Ayi Village in Changhua City. After analyzing
deeply the historical background of Peikuan music and collecting the relevant data
and documents, it goes a step further to probe into the various characteristics and
meanings of “Rong-Le-Xuan Peikuan Opera Troupe” in each particular period
according to different facets such as the musical content, the occasional application,
the development and changes. This study is expected to be the reference of the future
operations and developments of the Peikuan Opera Troupe.

Keyword: Changhua City Fucheng Temple, Peikuan, Rong-Le-Xuan
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