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Abstract

Actions speak louder than words. Purely promoting one concept
without active follow-up actions is hypocritical to some degree and worthy
of being studied. The concept of ‘human security’, developed by UNDP in
the 1994’s Human Development Report, has been echoed and advocated by
some middle powers loudly. Nevertheless, those countries continually and
frequently apply state-centric ideas of security as realists claimed within
their territories, which leads to a tragedy that individuals being identified as
foreigners, particularly those who are victims of human trafficking, are hard
to be well protected.

In fact, middle powers that advocate human security are not fully
equal to those that fulfill and safeguard it. With the case studies of Canada
and Japan, this paper demonstrates that the mindset of security middle
powers have does not escape from the traditional state-centric viewpoint
but otherwise is bound by power and interest. Further, in terms of the
practice regarding human security, middle powers are still only paying lip
service most of time instead of taking substantial actions. In short, human
security is a hypocritical rhetoric in diplomacy in which the words of

middle powers speak louder than their actions.
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Event, External Territorial Event

“...the traditionalists are not opposed to discussions about human security.
However, they embrace a more particularistic position that assumes that
states have an obligation to provide human security for their own citizens,

but no obligation to provide security for noncitizens” (Lamy 2002, 170)
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