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INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY:
FROM ‘LOOKING EAST’ TO ‘ACTING EAST’
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Abstract

Narendra Modi, the leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), took a
landslide victory in the April-May election in 2014 and assumed the
Premier position. In the same year, he visited Myanmar, attended the East
Asia Summit (EAS) in November. He officially announced that India is
not just ‘looking east’ but will soon take the action-oriented policy to

reinvigorate New Delhi’s ties with Southeast Asia at the summit.

The paper aims to further explore the following questions, firstly,
what are the main driving forces, and also achievements as well, to initiate
“Look East Policy” (LEP) in 1990s? And the second, why Modi declared
his will to promote so called “Act East Policy” (AEP), and what are the
differences between LEP and AEP at all? The challenges and prospects of

executing AEP will also be analyzed in this section.

The last but not the least, since the new administration of Taiwan
made up it mind to put forward its “New Southbound Policy (NSP)”, the
implications of India’s AEP for Taiwan will be further unfolded.
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