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Doing Architecture is Making City:
A Preliminary Analysis on Riken Yamamoto's Strategy of
"Building Friendly Streetscape."

KORI’

Abstract

Ebenezer Howard’s Garden Cities of To-morrow and Le Corbusier’s The City of
Tomorrow and Its Planning together constructed a twenty-century city pattern with
the center/suburban double structure. While resolving the problems of contemporary
city, the new city pattern also brought in various social issues. In The Death and Life
of Great American Cities, Jane Jacobs heavily criticized this kind of urban
development, thus initiating a rethinking from the public toward contemporary
urban mass development. After more than half-century, currently many city
developments still redo previous errors. Japanese architect Riken Yamamoto's
manifestation is “Doing Architecture is Making City, ”and doing architecture is
creating new life-style, with that principle the architect injects into each of his
environment building (especially streetscape) project. This approach makes
Yamamoto one of the main pioneers in his profession.

By researching and analyzing Yamamoto’s works, the author finds out that
Yamamoto’s design concepts and resolving methods could be concluded into five
trends:

1. Architecture is the cell of city (architecture opens toward city; city’s roads connect
to site; keeping scale and density of the block)

2. Architecture is itself a small city (nearness of working and living; mix of living
and commerce; SOHO housing; wide avenue and narrow alley; gardening square)

3. Constructing equal and friendly community (coexisting of multi-facet families;
cooperating space; safe space)

4. Architecture is the container of various cultures and interactivities (public space;
common space; threshold ; private space)

" Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture and Landscape, Nanhua University, Taiwan
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5. Citizen participation creates prideful community (program meeting; design
meeting; stressing on design sense and architectural quality; upgrading community’s

cultural and economic value)

Modern city planning pattern strongly regulates the formation of decent urban
environment. In every constructing project, the architect (together with clients, local
elites, users, officials and engineers) continues providing new ideas, thus creating
multiple and friendly living environment, which is the inspiration of Yamamoto’s
architectural practice for decades.

Keywords : city cell, mix of living and commerce, threshold , citizen participation ,
Riken Yamamoto
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