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Abstract

I-Kuan Tao is also called Tiantao. “Tao” or “Tiantao” is the core
concept of the metaphysical thinking in I-Kuan Tao. In fact, I-Kuan Tao
does not monopolize Tao. In Chinese culture, Tao is the fundamental

and core value of Chinese people.

Tao is not only the primary concept of Pre-Qin scholars but also the
core thinking of Chinese people for the past few thousand years. In
Taoist philosophy, Tao is the supreme realm, the origin of the universe
and the creator of all things. Tao is the ontology of everything, the entity
of the universe or the ontology of this world. Confucians also believe that
Tao is the principle of the way of the universe, the birth of the universe,
and changes in nature. Tao bestows people with the nature of heaven.
Tao should not be reversed. As Confucius says, “Tiantao” (the heaven’s
way) is the rule that governs all things in nature and the perfect realm of

perfecting one’s virtue and accomplishments.

Contemporary I-Kuan Tao originated in Xiantian Tao, founded by
Huang De-Hui during the Regime of Emperor Shunzhi of the Qing
Dynasty. Wang Jue-Yi, the fifteenth generation ancestor, founded most
of the theoretical framework of I-Kuan Tao. Zhang Guang-Bi(Zhang
Tian-Ran), the eighteenth generation ancestor, developed I-Kuan Tao
iInto a nationwide religious group. As Zhang Guang-Bi(Zhang Tian-Ran)
returned to the void, Sun Hui-Ming continued his legacy of Tao. Later,
the center of preaching moved to Hong Kong and Taiwan, and expanded
overseas. Now, I-Kuan Tao has become a major religious group with
traces in the five continents worldwide. In Taoist shrines located in more

than eighty countries worldwide, Tao is preached regularly.

In I-Kuan Tao, Tao has an extremely important status. The ritual of

A



joining I-Kuan Tao is called as “qiudao” (the pursuit of Tao). In the

practice of I-Kuan Tao, there are important steps, “learning Tao,”

Mo Mo

“practicing Tao,” “preaching Tao,” “sponsoring Tao,” “fulfilling Tao,” and
‘witnessing Tao.” The heaven’s mission emphasized in I-Kuan Tao is
passed down with the “Tao’s legacy and sages’ legends.” What are the

implications of the Tao in I-Kuan Tao? What is special about this Tao?

Analyzing the implications of the holy writings and sages’ teachings of
I-Kuan Tao with the help of the definitions of different sects, the
researcher summarized that, when the Tao is mentioned in I-Kuan Tao, it
has a fourfold implication. First, it is the “Tao’s body” —Tao is the essence
of all things, the origin of the universe, and the “first cause” for the
creation of the universe. Second, it is “Tao’s appearance” — the
manifestation of Tao, which is incarnated in all things. All things are the
substantiation of Tao. Human exists because of heaven’s mission and
the Tao’s attributes. Humans are similar to the saying in the “Gospel of
John,” “Tao has become bone and flesh.” Third, it is the “applications of
the Tao” — Tao is the principle of being of this Universe, and the rules of
changes in nature. The Tao also represents the way people should go
and the conduct people should perform. Fourth, it is the manifestation of
the Tao’s holiness. It can be called the “Sage of Tao,” which is shaped
into sages or the supreme god. It is similar to the holy realm of the Tao’s
heaven where the holy spirits belong. The Tao allows worshippers
understand the final salvation of holiness through heavenly golden

threads and the heavenly appointed mentors.

From this fourfold implications, it is clear that Tao inherits the legacy of
Tao in Chinese culture, closely related to the Tao in Confucianism,
Buddhism, and even Christianity. More importantly, it fuses the Tao in
different sects tactfully to become more complete. From the meanings

and operation of the Tao in I-Kuan Tao, we can still see very clearly that
VI



I-Kuan Tao is mainly Confucian in its thinking.

Of course, for I-Kuan Tao worshippers, they can feel the Tao directly
with the “Three Treasures Heart Method.” The Tao is transformed into
heavenly mission, and the heavenly appointed mentors will teach the
Three Treasures, which will become a principle and method to practice
the Tao. Therefore, for I-Kuan Tao worshippers, it is necessary for
pursue the Tao through the ritual of the pursuit of Tao. What they obtain
is the Three Treasures. When we mention the Tao, they will associate it

with the Three Treasures Heart Method.

Keywords: Tao (Dao), Yi-Guan Tao (I-Kuan Dao), Three Treasures
Heart Method, Xuanguan giao, God, heaven, Heavenly appointed

mentor
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