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Research on How Taiwanese Cultures Affecting Its

Last Choices of Good Death
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Abstract

This study, entitled “Research on How Taiwanese Cultures Affecting Its Last Choices of
Good Death.”, sets up to address the influences of the traditional cultures on Taiwanese
people’s attitude and options towards hospice. The research was carried out in the form of

questionnaires targeting three specific aspects : personal information, assessment of cultural

influence, and choices of good death. Through proportional stratified quota sampling, A
questionnaire survey was therefore performed during 2015-2016. The respondents from
northern, central, southern, and eastern Taiwan were selected by stratified sampling method.
Of the 1,200 questionnaires that were distributed, 1,080 were recruited, and 1,029 (85%)
were valid., and they were further statistically analyzed via the SPSS software, including the
methods of t-test, One-Way ANOVA, Logistic regression, chi-squared test and Pearson

product-moment correlation coefficient. The conclusions are summarized below :

1. There is significant difference of cultural influence factors, which are traditional
cultural norms, familial ethics and values of medical treatment, between genders
and among different marital status, education levels, religious beliefs, ethnicities,
occupations, and living areas.

2. The choice of good death has significant difference between groups classified by
different variables of personal backgrounds, which include sex, marital status,
education, religious beliefs, ethnicity, professions, and inhabitation.

3. Cultural influence factors, which are traditional norms, familial ethics and values of

medical treatment, have predictive power over the choice of good death.
The outcomes and findings of this study can provide some suggestions to health care and

hospice as well as benefit the subsequent life and death education, clinical care, and

associated research.

Keywords: good death, funeral etiquette, hospice
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