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A Research on Learning and Inter pretation of
the Classics from the Per spective of Body-mind
Dispositions; An Exemplary Analysisof “The

Analects of Confucius’ (Book )

Tsou, Chuan-Shyong

Abstract

The theme of this paper is to explore the possible approach of “learning
and interpretation of Classic”, in order to quest the vitality of Classic in modern
time. Starting from the idea of the “Body-mind Disposition”, this paper tries to
build a unique method-orientation perspective for learning and interpretation of
Classic, with theories of Polanyi’s “Tacit Knowledge” and Gadamer’s
“Philosophical Hermeneutics”.

This perspective especially emphasizes on a vivid relation between a
Classic and its readers, and this kind of vivid relation will make the readers
“Body-mind Disposition” emerge a renewal after a process of deep involvement
with Classic. In this process, the most important principle is the “innovation
under the present situation”.

This paper will try to analyze the first chapter of “The Analects of
Confucius of Confucius” (Book ) as a example, in order to elucidate the
heuristic value of this unique point of view.

After critically analyze those ordinary textbook of “The Analects of
Confucius’ from Taiwan and China, the author will analyze both the variorum
tradition and some modern research on “The Analects of Confucius’. And the
author will propose and develop an argument that the “The Analects of
Confucius’ (Book ), in fact, opens up a meaning world of the “Body-mind
Disposition for Learning”, which shows: the “basic mode of learning”, the
“intersubjectivity of learning”, and the “Body-mind Disposition” stature which
a well-learned gentlemen ought to possess, ......etc. For modern people, this
“Body-mind Disposition for Learning” will therefore bring out extremely
important heuristic meaning to the learning and interpretation of Classic, and
even the teaching and education of Classic.

Keywords : body-mind dispositions, classics, interpretation, tacit knowing, the
fusion of horizons, learning, innovation, intersubjectivity
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