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General Education and Classical Natur al
Science Reading in Nanhua Univer sity:

A Case Sudy of Darwin’sOrigin of Species

Heng-An Chen

Assistant Professor Department o
National Cheng-Kung University

Abstract

Many colleges and universities in Taiwan put “the theory of evolution” in their
curriculum for general education. But Darwin’s Origin of Speciesis seldom used as
the main teaching material. The only one who insists on reading the great books
should be the “Classical education” program in Nan Hua University. The aim of this
paper is to introduce some ways that can help teachers and students read and discuss
this classical text. Firstly, students should read the text to see how Darwin “does’ his
research in practice. The nature of science should not be presented as the normative
role in high school scientific textbooks. Secondly, the idea about evolution in Origin
of Species should be analyzed in historical context. The last, teachers should discuss
the topics related to evolution reported in newspapers and TV programs etc. so that
students could understand the implications of “the theory of evolution”.

Keywords. Darwin, Origin of Species, history of science, classical natural science
reading, general education
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