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Education Program Teaching Materials

Chun-Ju Huang

Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Nanhua University

Abstract

With the development of information technology and the prevalence of public
media, as far as science learning is concerned, students not only gradually change the
styles of learning but also have to continually cope with more and more complicated
socio-science issues. Under these circumstances, they desperately need a learning
material that has such characteristics as continuality, immediacy, renewal, and
development. Science news which have the characteristics of immediacy and
integrality can be used as teaching design materials.

Therefore, based on the previous relative researches on the students’
understanding of socio-scientific issues, this research takes science news as the
subject matter in the attempt of constructing a teaching model that applies the science
news to the general education program on natural science and evaluating the student’
learning achievements during this process.

The results show that the students’ selections of socio-scientific issues in
learning task are similar to the reports in mass media. Moreover, students tend to pay
more attention to “report data reference” in monitoring the meaning of science news.
Furthermore, in monitoring self-learning processes, they emphasize the effects of
“scientific knowledge”, “social and cultural context” and “relations between science
and media”. These results also play an important role to improve students’ scientific

literacy in general education program on natural science.

Key Words. Science news, Socio-scientific issues, General education, Scientific

literacy
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