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General education based on classical learning:
reformulation of corecurriculum undertaken at
Nanhua University

Ching-L ong Shieh, Chuan-Shyong Tsou, Yu-Min Yeh,
Ming-Chao Lin

Abstract

This study surveys the current schemes of general education adopted by colleges
and universities in Taiwan. The preliminary result reveals that there are three main
points that hamper the development of general education in Taiwan: the extremely
utilitarian outlook on contemporary university education, the lack of essence of core
curriculum, and the lack of advanced cultivation of integration ability. In response to
the founding, this study is devoted to clarify and illustrate the essence of core
curriculum by relating American core curriculum based on classics. And this study aso
aims to provide a curriculum proposal with the core of classical learning for future
reference in order to improve general education.

There are four parts in the curriculum proposal: 1. The fundamental courses have
the purpose to give students the capacity, skill, character to provide freshmen with a
rigorous preparation not only for life as an intelligent dtizen in today’ s complex and
changing world but aso for discipline courses and the following courses; 2. The core
courses offer freshmen and sophomore students the core ability of communicating,
thinking independently, having globa perspective, and the ability of critical analysis
and innovation; 3. The elective courses are designed to acquaint students who have
aready taken the freshmen courses, with a range of human knowledge and diverse
methods to arrive at the truth. Students can be inspired to cultivate a hobby and to
develop a second skill; 4. Advanced courses are designed for juniors and seniors, who
have taken the core courses, to achieve the enhancement of learning and thinking skills
at advanced levels.

The proposed curriculum design and curricular practice procedure consider the
different requirements for students in any specific year. Accordingly, students who
complete the prescribed series of core courses designed in the curriculum proposal can
be expected not only to comprehend their professional special education, but also to
introspect afresh their future devel opment.
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