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A preliminary investigation of general education
Coursebased on science newsreading and

writing:" Science, Newsand L ifeé' asan example

Chun-Ju Huang

Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Nanhua University

Abstract

With the rapid development of science and technology, there are many academic
studies showed that science curriculums should provide appropriate scientific
knowledge to help students to read and comprehend science and technology issues in
news briefs, and to carry on the dialogue and communication with the other people by
oral or writing ways. Based on these viewpoints one may say that scientific literacy,
media literacy, reading literacy and writing literacy are four indispensable abilities to
deal with socio-scientific issuesin 21th century.

According to the above, this paper tries to construct a general education course
-"Science, News and Life"-by taking scientific news briefs as learning materias. In
doing so, on the one hand it seeks a teaching plan to contribute to students’
socio-scientific issues learning by means of science news writing, and the other hand
it also hopesto foster studernts as active constructivists and participants might play
large roles in the decision- making of modern society's technical policy.

Key word: science news, socio-scientific issue, scientific literacy, media literacy
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