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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the Western tradition of liberal
education, and to reflect the reform of Taiwan’s higher education. As to research
methods and argument strategies, we will begin from two perspectives: the
historical investigation and the ideal analysis. On the one hand, we examine the
formation of basic idea and discourse about western liberal learning. On the other
hand, we inquire into it’s realization in universities or colleges which became

institutional embodiment of these ideas in the process of real history.

From the viewpoint of cultural transplant, we recognize that the main
difference between American colleges and Chinese colleges is the liberal education
tradition. Through the discussion of the idea of liberal learning, we inquire
historically into the liberal learning system in western colleges. In this article,we are
concerned with the three aspects of liberal education: institutional, curricular, and
environmental. As a result, we find some basic characters of the western liberal
learning tradition : liberal arts as the cornerstone of the professional education,
curriculum with intellectual formalism, the classics as the core course, and the
residential system as the learning communities. These characters remain intact in
American liberal arts colleges up to now. Lastly, we examine the heuristic meaning
of the liberal learning tradition applied to Taiwan’s higher education, especially to

the general education.

Keywords : liberal education, general education, seven liberal arts, intellectual
formalism, the classical education, the residential system
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