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The Tradition and Transformation of Music—

A Microscopic Study of the Music in Elementary
Schools of the Tsou Tribe

Li-Kuo, Ming

Associate Professor of General Education Center, Department of Ethnomusicology,
Nanhua University
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Abstract

From a macroscopic viewpoint, it is a widely accepted general concept that the
cultures in daily living can have various expressions; however, microscopic
investigation of analytic and explanatory characteristics is still indispensable
method in order to apply such concept to realistic and analogous subjects and
phenomena and gain their further understanding and verification. The tradition of
the Tsou music has various expressions in modern society. In this thesis, the
characteristics in the heritage and development of the Tsou music and the regularity
and problems it may face are investigated by means of analysis of music-related
concepts, values, and behaviors and applications and exhibitions in various
activities via surveys and exhibition activities of elementary school kids and
teachers as well as the community in the Tsou Tribe.

Key words : Tsou music; indigenous music; traditional music; cultural
transformation; microscopic investigation
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