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Aestheticism and Comparison: the Attitude of the Female
Gender in Dream of the Red Chamber

LEE Y err mei

(General Eduation Center, Nahua University, Dalin, Chayi, 622 T aiwan)

Abstract Among the Chinese novels, Dream of the Red Chamber (Hongloumeng) is the most corr
cerned with feminine gender. This paper deals with the character of life aspect and relationships in the female
world of “ Prospect Garden” (Daguanyuan), and also concerns feminist caring ethics. The feminine gender in
Dream of the Red Chamber represents aestheticism. The characters in this female world of “ Prospect Garden”
exist and act for the present, accidental, out of pleasure. They treat themselves and others with an aesthetic
attitude. That is why their actions are not aimed at fulfillment of Confucian values, but instead aimed at aes
thetics. More over, they also develop caring relationship that goes beyond pure utilitarianism. T hey constitute
a compassionate relationship of equality, therefore not the Confucian patriarchal hierarchy. The others are
considered as equally important subjects, which make that warm emotional feelings can flow among them.
T he feminine gender in Dream of the Red Chamber shows more interest in utopist ideals and not so much in
practical reality. The readers can discover that the writer of this novel himself is longing for these utopist fe
male ideals.

Key Words: feminine gender; aestheticism; compassion; feminist caring ethics

* 103 -



