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From Immediate Reflections to
Mediated Theorization: The Difference
between Lao Tze and Wang Bi on
Expression

Yen, Kuo-Ming*

Abstract

Pre-Chin Taoists, including Lao Tze and Chuang Tze, reflected a
feeling of immediate existence on both culture and life. These
reflections were expressed by language, which used then as expedient
measures for the heuristic guidance of life and its practical meaning.
However, Taoists of the Wei-Jin Dynasties were different from the pre-
Chin ones in the sense that they used arguments rather than reflections,
interpreting the Classics such as Lao Tze, Zuang Tze, and I Ching. These
arguments are called Ming Li, which should not be understood as logic,
but as theory, or more precisely as profound theorization. Wang Bi is a
representation of this trend. His interpretations of the Classics not only
show the profundity of ancient thought but also construct a new
approach of systematic thought. By contrasting Lao Tze with Wang Bi,
we can see how the understanding of life has been evolved from the way
of immediate reflections to that of mediated theorization.

Key Words: Leo Tze, Expression of Immediate Relections, Wang Bi,
Expression of Mediated Theorization

* Associate Professor, Institute of Philosophy, Nanhua Management College.
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