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Principles of all Things and Meaning
of Texts"

——the Relation between Metaphysics and
Hermeneutics in Zhu Xi’s Philosophy

Wei-chieh Lin
Abstract

The /i (principle) in Zhu Xi’s philosophy at one hand can be
understood as a metaphysical-ontological concept which is
presented in his famous theory liyi fenshu (li is one and his
manifestation are many). According to this theory, we must
through the investigation of things in order to grasp the principle
exhaustively (gewu giongli). On the other hand, the /i are also
revealed in books of widsers. In order to grasp this /i (meaning,
context, truth), the way dushu (understanding of books (texts))
can not be ignored by us. The display and grasp of these two

different kinds of /i express the relation between /i of all things

RS0y ’I‘E’%ﬁf\'{?‘, BB RS Sy I principle » Bl #H I E o PURCRURUTRY
AR F » ffier # 45 principle » (HRLF FUTTRFORIES - EEEY (L
UaEAg ~ TRAEERAS) o TSGR 92 o Sg £ TR principle (19U
= o (RS AR g H R (1) o IR e U O AR R
T LI o 8RR EE BRYY [ FUFITT) principles of all things T By
H oo ERLY 3V RIFE20E T principle of Texts 4 #7158 » 4 py féﬁ?-i"} .
# (meaning) A -~ T RIS ok (Y [ORRE - TEREE TS -



100 _CHgE) 704812002 5 7 7]

and /i of texts, in other words, between metaphysics and
hermeneutics. This paper attempts to connect with these two fields
through a epistemological way (namely gewu giongli). In the last
section of this paper I intend to clarify this connection by means
of the philosophical hermeneutics of Gadamer and the concept of

“explanation” (Erkldren).

Keywords: li, investigation of things, understanding of texts,

nature and text, explanation
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