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Cheng-Hao’s Confucianism
construction through the theory of
the perfect personality

Duh, Bau-Ruel

Abstract

Cheng Hao is one of the great philosophers at North Song dynastic.
His younger brother Cheng Yi isalso a great philosopher at the same time.
Cheng Yi’s philosophy was mostly succeeded by Chu-Hsii. But Chu-Hsi
always argued with his contemporary scholars who actually succeeded the
thinking of Cheng-Hao's. How to explain the difference between
Cheng-Hao and Cheng Yi is the purpose of this paper. In this article the
author tries to propose a method to explain the specialty of Cheng-Hao's
philosophy. This will also do help to find the reason why Chu-Hsi seems
not to enjoy Cheng-Hao's philosophy. Cheng-Hao has a very specific way
of telling the Confucianism. He actually always tells about the sage's
personality. He is not only doing the interpretation of the traditiona
Confucianism text but is actually showing the way of a sage’ life. He is
not telling the knowledge but showing the truth. This is a new way of
doing the philosophy. The other North Song philosophers works were to
reconstruct the Confucianism philosophy. But Cheng-Hao's work was to
show the personality of the Confucianism sage. Therefore his words about
the traditional theory always contain a kind of wholeness thinking. That's

because he was standing on the sage’s position and then found all the
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things are united together with the understanding of every thing are in the
same university. Then he strongly tended to use the sage’s personality to
show what he feels about the outside world and tell about it. This way of
doing philosophy is the research through the theory of perfect personality.
Thisisreally quite different from the way of Cheng-Hao’s brother Cheng-
Yi. Since Cheng-Yi and Chu-Hsi’'s mind are always focused on the
concrete knowledge about the reality. Therefore Chu-Hs always
misunderstood the philosophy of Cheng-Hao's disciple's.

In this article the author will at first propose the definition of the
theory of perfect personality. And then define the specific characteristic of
Cheng-Hao's philosophy is just the theory of perfection. He constructed
his philosophy through the approach of the theory of perfection. The
content of this article is the illustrations of Cheng-Hao's thoughts through

the interpretational model of the theory of the perfection.

Keyword Cheng-Hao; Neo-Confucianism; theory of perfect personality;

kindness





