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The philosophy of life-and-death
of early Heidegger

Lee, Yen-Hui

Abstract

The understanding of life and death in Heidegger’s early philosophy
is inseparable from the fundamental ontological analysis of Dasein. With
his characterisation of man as “Being-towards-death” (Sein zum Tode),
Heidegger tried not only to “explain” the fact that each human will inevi-
tably die, but also to explain the idea that one can develop an authentic
sense of the meaning of one’s own life within a finite lifetime. In this pa-
per | first construct Heidegger’s philosophy of life-and-death through a
discussion of three central concepts of the book Being and Time (Sein und
Zeit): Dasein, care and death. In the second section | discuss the sig-
nificance of “Being-in” in “Being-in-the-world” (In-der-Welt-sein) in
terms of the three components of the existentiality of Dasein:
state-of-mind, understanding and discourse. The original existential driv-
ing force behind Dasein - care - is discussed in the third section. The
foregoing discussions show the two sides of Dasein: authentic and
non-authentic. The non-authentic understanding of death, which lies
behind the general cultura phenomenon of the taboo on death, is dis-

cussed in the fourth section. Finally, | discuss the ontological signifi-
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cance of authentic Being-towards-death (eigentliches Sein zum Tode),
which is a prominent feature of Heidegger’s ideas on the philosophy of

life-and-death.

Keywords: Heidegger, philosophy of life-and-death, Dasein , care, death.



