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A Researchon the“Lifeand Death”
of Zhuangzi’'s“Ming”

Wu, Jiann-Ming
Abstract

“Ming” is one of the core principles for Zhuangzi. Generally, there
are concerns of nihilism toward Zhuangzi’ s discourse on ming, but the
purpose of Zhuangzi’ s discourse on ming isto discuss the feelings of gain
and loss in life, and in doing so reveal the true meaning of “ming,”
inspiring wisdom and peaceful lives. The life wisdom of Zhuangzi’ s
discourse on ming is especially exquisite in terms of seeing through life
and death; the problems of life and death are the meanings pursuied by
Zhuangzi’ s discourse on ming.

This paper first analyzes Zhuangzi’ s discourse on ming, in pointing
out the life wisdom of Zhuangzi in living with the flow of life; then it
manifests the wisdom regarding life and death revealed by Zhuangzi, to
analyze the discourse progression of Zhuangzi’ s views on life and death.
Finally, it describes the methods by which Zhuangzi achieves
transcendence in his discourse on ming, in order to comprehend the

overview of Zhuangzi’ s philosophy of life.

Keywords Tian, Hsing, Ming, Life and Death, Dao





