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The political and educational thoughts in

‘Li-Ji Wang-Jr’
Chang-Hsi Chen

Abstract

‘Wang-Jr’ is the fifth chapter in the one of the greatest Confucius canons
“Li-Ji”. Most scholars judged it as a chapter only describing fragmented
ancient political implements without complete and whole ideals. But the
great Chin-Dynasty Confucius scholar Wang-fu-jr had alternative insights
to Chapter ‘Wang-Jr’. He gave it highly admiration and pointed out that
‘Wang-Jr’ embodied both political and educational ideals of Confucianism.
This paper takes the viewpoints of Wang-fu-jr to the analysis of Chapter
‘Wang-Jr’.

The first section of this paper is an overview. The second section proposes
the constructions and characteristics of ‘Wang-Jr’. The third section
analyses the political systems in ‘Wang-Jr’ and its meta-philosophy. The
fourth section analyses what was explained in ‘Wang-Jr’ about human
nature and its relations to the principles of interaction of politics and
education. The fifth section mentions about the ideals of schooling and
officer-selecting in ‘Wang-Jr’. The sixth section states the moral aims of
taking care of elders, orphaned and helpless. The last section concludes
the values of Chapter ‘Wang-Jr’ in “Li-Ji”, and also its meanings in

contemporary time.

KEY WORDS: Li-Ji, Wang-Jr, Political thoughts, Educational thoughts,

Wang-fu-jr, Confucianism.



