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Mou Tzung-San’s (% 3 =) discussion
about moral evil and free decision

Shih-chen Chen

Abstract

In {On the Perfect Good) ( {[E= %)} Jof late Mou Tzung-San(% .= )
the concept of free decision is argafyzed in detail, he follows 1. Kant’s
viewpoint that he sees such free decision as a condition of possibility of
moral responsibility. He accepts this concept not in the beginning, but in
his developing thinking. This development is showed in two writings of
Mou, the firstis ({from Lu Xiang Shan to Liu Ji Shan) ( { &2k 5411 1Z] 2
#617)), the other is the notes of his translation {(Kant’s moral philosophy ).
Mou has completely no idea about the concept of free decision in{ from Lu
Xiang Shan to Liu Ji Shan) , although he discusses in this writing how a
moral evil is produced. On the contrary he begins to concern with the
concept of free decision in the notes of the translation, but he thinks that
such concept has on relation to morality, and that the crucial point is the
concept of conscience which makes the concept of responsibility and of
regret thinkable. Except such explanation of philosophical history Mou’s
two kinds of justification are showed in this paper, namely the
transcendental and anthropological. The transcendental concerns with the
relation between the concept of responsibility and the concept of free
decision, in the anthropological Mou tries by means of the concept of “live
called human nature”(% I 5{[%) of Gao Zi (+,~") to explain how a moral
evil or good is expressed from human natureg[ék), namely from Hang, in a
real world. A free decision is to understand through the a priori ability of
Hang, namely the freie Willkuer by Mou, so we can say that Mou unifies
Kant’s concept of free decision as an ability with the concept of empirical
subject as the human nature of Gao Zi.

Keywords: evil, free decision, Hang, human nature, responsibility.



