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The Concept of Art—
Open or Essentially Contested?

Weimin Shi *

Abstract

In the philosophical tradition, different definitions of art were
proposed. Yet none of them ever succeeded. Reflecting on this fact,
Weitz maintains that “art” is an open concept, whereas Gallie thinks that
it is an essentially contested concept. This paper analyzes both positions

and argues that Gallie’s view does a better job in explicating the concept
of art.
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