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The Worldview of Dharma-dharmin—
Comparison the Worldstructure in
Nyaya- Vai§esika and Early Buddhim

Cyung-Yao Kuo®

Abstract

Nyaya- Vaisesika, one of the Brahmin orthodoxies, comprehends all
existence in regard to seven categories (padartha): (1) Substance, (2)
Quality, (3) Action, (4) Generality, (5) Particularity, (6) Coinherence of
intimate relation, and (7) Negation. These seven categories strictly define
“quality and substance,” and “generality and individuality." In other
words, they emphasize the difference between “dharma and dharmin,”
leading up to the formulation that the generality is realistic.

In the meantime, there is no clear distinction between “dharma” and
“dharmin,” such as in Buddhism. In this facet, the early founders of
Buddhism neither recognize the reality of things, nor care about the
structure of the world. From my observations, only Abhidharma
philosophy does not adopt this position as later Buddhism has done. In a
way, Nyaya- Vaisesika shares the similar view Abhidharma philosophy
constructs toward “dharma” and “dharmin.”

To further make clear this argument, 1 will use “Tarkasamgraha,”
written by Annambhatta in the 17" century, to first explain the world
view embedded in Nyaya- Vaisesika, that is, the building block-like
structure world view. Then, | will further compare this world view to that
of the early Buddhism.

Keywords : Dharma, dharmin, structure of the world, Nyaya- Vaisesika,
Abhidharma, Annambhatta, Tarkasamgraha

* Nanhua University Department of Foreign Languages and Literature Lecturer.
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