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East Asia Economic Community and Future Development of FTA Policies

Kuo-Hsiang SUN

Abstract

The East Asia, including Japan, the Newly Industrialized Economies NIES
ASEAN and China, used to be the vacuum zone for regionalism. East Asian countries
think that they should not be left behind in establishing an economic community. Some
FTA plans are recently under discussion in East Asia. The most noteworthy issue is
which will be the core of such an FTA, China or Japan. However, the East Asia FTA has
not a few problems. Therefore, this paper will discuss the past development toward an
East Asia economic community, and the present situation of FTA visions to take the
leadership in building such a community. It will discuss how likely Chinais to become
the core in an East Asia economic community. It will also discuss the meaning of
community. In conclusion, the paper will propose to policymakers of Japan, the United

States, and Taiwan how to create regional order in East Asia.
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