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The Research on Japan’s Defense Policy Adjustment

Japanese Department Fu-Jen University Ssu-Shen Ho
Posttgraduate at Sun Yat-sen Graduate Institute of Social Sciences and Humanties of

Ncceu ,Shun-Jen Chen

Abstract

The 911 terrorist attacks have great influence on the security strategy of the U.S. For
the war on terrorism, the U.S. has adjusted its security strategies and redeployed its
military forces. In northeast Asia, the region where exists the residuum from the Cold War,
the security environment remains complicated. Facing the nuclear threat from North
Korea and the challenge from the rising China, Japan, the most important ally in this
region, has strengthened U.S.-Japan alliance and proceeded close military cooperation with
the U.S.; besides, Japan also adjusted the functions and roles of Japan Defense Agency and
Self-Defense Forces for obtaining a more independent defense policy. However, Japan’s

defense policy adjustment will certainly influence the regional orders.

Keywords:U.S.-Japan relations, U.S.-Japan alliance, Japan’s defense policy, self

defense forces, U.S. forces realignment.
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