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Sino-American Strategic Relations and Taiwan Security

Emerson Chang

Abstract

Since 2006, the Bush administration has publicly questioned the motive
of China's military modernization and adopted a series of hedging measures to
overpower China. To counteract the effects of US hedging measures, China
has tried to build up military power and design new strategies.The US-China
strategic relations are developing toward a security dilemma, where one side
reads the worst into the security actions of the other and consequently
enhances its military power, which in turn stimulates the first side to do the
same. The Taiwan issue is a potential landmine that could aggravate the
security dilemma and lead to U.S.-China crisis. To prevent the crisis from
elevating into conflicts, the U.S. needs time to exhaust diplomatic mediation
before resorting to military force. The U.S. should provide Taiwan with

adequate defensive weapons to strive for two-week mediation time.

Keywords: security dilemma, China’s rise, U.S., China, Taiwan.
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