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Analysis of Grand Unification in Cultural China

Klaus C. Hsu"& Hsiang-ying Ho™

[ Abstract)

China should not be a certain geographical name, not regard to a certain
dynasty or government, not be built from one nation, even was not a nation-state in
the past. There are firm connections between China and Chinese culture. Before
entry of western civilization such as political systems, the Chinese had never raised
a question about the sovereignty, had never showed any anxiety or desire for a
nation-state. They were only trying to build a cultural country in their individual
way. They were concerning a Chinese cultural identity and a cultural awareness
more than the nationality. For the Chinese and their empire, it was nothing about
whenever the people were and wherever the people were, the most important thing
was what the people were. The western definitions and experiences of unification
in Germany or integration of the EU couldn’t echo the Chinese grand unification in
cultural perspective. That is also the reason why the current issues across the

Taiwan Strait are not limited in a political or an economic sphere.

This paper aims to distinguish the cultural characteristics of China during
transformation of dynasties and generations. How the dynasties and people
integrated in the Chinese culture by the political transitions and renew the culture
again? How can China integrate the cultural diversity in accordance with varied
characteristics? This research will examine what kind of culture as the mainstream
of thinking in China and what is the significance of the main issue due to the

interpretation with respect to the cultural integration.

* Professor of Institute of Public Administration and Policy, Nanhua University
** Graduate student of Institute of Public Administration and Policy, Nanhua University
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