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Contending for Environmental
Alternatives an Analysis on the Case of
anti-incinarator in Dalin

Ya-Fei Hsu"

In-Chao Yei'

Abstract

With the analysis of the local combats in Dalin, this article attempts to
retrace the incineration policy in the past 20 years and the corresponsive
management of powers in the local field. For about one year, people there
struggled to annul such a plan. On April 12, 2001, the local religious
celebration turned to be a blooded conflict, drawing public attentions
throughout Taiwan. Finally, the planned incinerator had been hung up.
Researching similar cases, previous discussion has fixed attention on resistance
to damage to bodies, living space, and nature. By contrast, this study focused
on critical theories which have commented the social movements for the past
decades. The structural power deployment and causes of local resistance will

be reexamined with environmental sociology and the analysis of ownership.

An incinerator is assigned to clear the wastes of social
production/consumption. However, its associated peripheral effects and
dubious pollution often set it at the center of local resistance. In this case, why

were the old farmers mobilized to be against the incinerator? How the

¥
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o Master of Institute of Public Administration and Policy,Nanhua University
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determination and participation of the self was made in the old community? At
the beginning o f 2004, the invisible power struggle was revealed in
conversation with local participants. It is more important that everyone stressed
this incinerator concerned him on account of his conceptual relation of social
production. They were invested in combats on their own initiative, empowered
themselves, and redefined their life. How was the structural limit broken
through dissidence of existing political rationality? It’s a worthwhile question

in this case.

key words: critical theory, power, combat, technology of the self,

incinerator, ownership
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