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Abstract

In 1993, Germany responded to the economic and political chal-
lenges posed by the changes in Asia by drawing up a “Conception of
Asia (Asien-Konzept)” for the future development of the EU’s rela-
tions with Asian countries. It adopted, in the spirit of the “new Asia
strategy” endorsed by the German parliament (Bundestag), a Com-
munication on a long-term policy toward Asian countries that has
served the EU well, providing a useful roadmap for the future.

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the background of Ger-
many’s “new Asia strategy”, my empirical study will also deal with
Germany’s policy toward Asia in the 21th century by interpreting
the contents of “Asian-Konzept”.
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( Senior Research Fellow and Director of Institute of European and Amer-

ican Studies in Center of International Relation, Chen-Chih University,
Taiwan) ©

@ George A. Glass, “Has ‘Europe’ Failed Asia?”, in Aussenpolitik, No.3/1996,
p. 236.

@ Alan Tonelson, “America in a Multipolar World - Whatever that i3,” in
SAIS Review, Summer 1989, pp. 45-69; John J. Mearsheimer, “Why we will
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® Yoichi Funabashi/Michel Oksenberg/Heinrich Weiss, “Hongkong, Taiwan
und Suedchina: ein attraktiver Wurtschaftsraum,” in Aussenpolitik, No.15/
1994, pp. 447-454.
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