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European Union’s Arms Embargo on China:
An Arms Transfer Perspective

Shih-yueh Yang’

Abstract

European Union’s arms embargo on China has been a key issue between EU,
U.S. and China. The three parties involved have different and conflicting
arguments. The U.S. asserts the lift of embargo will result in the transfer of
EU’s arms to China and endanger the lives of U.S. serviceman. However,
EU proclaims no intention in such sells and a more effective regulation re-
garding arms transfer will enter into force. In contrast, China takes the em-
bargo as a political discrimination and does not intend to buy EU’s weapon.
This article tries to address these puzzles with an arms transfer perspective.
Given the weapons compatibility, self-reliance in defense industry, competi-
tiveness of EU arms product, and the flexibility of regulations, EU’s tech-
nologies, rather than arms are required by China and is not restrict by the
EU’s export regime. Thus, the embargo is largely symbolic. Each party in-
volved push thisissues for the symbolic values.

Keywords: European Union, arms embargo, EU-US-China relations, arms
transfer
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