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Critique on Teacher Professional Ideology,
Social Control and Conservative Culture.

Tien-Hui Chiang

Department of Social Studies Education
National Tainan Teachers College

Teachers play a determining role, in terms of implementing educational
objectives. Such a phenomenon points to the important place of teacher professional.
Nevertheless, this issue has been a controversy debate in the field of sociology.
Structural-functionalists contend that the professional defined as this highest rank of
social stratification produces irreplaceable social functions. They further argued that
some visible traits driven from traditional professionals, such as lawyer, doctor and
engineer serve as the criteria for teachers leading to the status of profession. Currently,
teachers also follow such argument in order to achieve professional status. However,
such a professional theory doesn’t actually satisfy Marxists who tend to employ some
opposite concepts, such as conflict and domination, to interpret some social meanings
under the title of professional. According to their points of view, the term,
professional, has been used as a vital means to defend and even increase self-interests.
The other possible aspect is that the employer operates professional as a critical
weapon to accomplish the intention of social control. The central argument of this
essay is to address a concept that the study of professional should fuse different
perspectives, including the above different arguments. Besides, the unique
characteristics and natures of individual works should be taken into account. The
complicated nature of teaching is able to considerably enlarge the space of thinking
for teachers. Furthermore, the value of knowledge and skills required in teaching
should not be undervalued by scientific criteria and enjoys its own important position.
Therefore, the study of teacher professional should turn into exploring the inside

meanings of teaching practices rather than surface traits. Following this central



argument, attention should focus on an important issue that how the title of

professional creates teacher conservative culture.

Key Words : trait-based perspective, professional ideology, social control,

teacher conservative culture



