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The cultural forms may not say
what they know, nor know what they say,
but they mean what they do
at least in the logic of their praxis.

--Paul Willis, Learning to labor
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Educational Praxis of Teachers as Transformative
Intellectuals

Yin-Kun Chang

Institute of sociology, National Tsing Hua University

In this paper, the core hypothesis is that teacher as transformative intellectuals and
try to find the possibility of regulation, resistance and transformation in current Taiwan
educational system. Critical pedagogy is the main theory approach in this paper. Critical
pedagogy help us understand that the political relationship between schools and society is
neither artificial nor neutral nor necessarily negative. Rather, school personnels have a

positive and dynamic political role to play.

However, this paper finds some difficulties for teachers in Taiwan to resist and
transform, such as “the invisible hierarchical observation in school (#&F*® & 25¢7%
% )”and alienation and involuntary soldier-like subculture in school (§ & < f5)” . In
spite of these difficulties, this paper finds some resistance praxis from hidden transcript.
These teachers obey hegemonic values and test their limits, in the meantime , they also

do their resistance and transformative praxis, on the contrary.

Key Words: critical pedagogy, resistance, transformative intellectuals



