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Social Embeddedness and Local Studies — The Studies of
Quanxi Networks and Economic Activities as An
Example

Wei-An Chang

Institute of Sociology

National Tsing Hua University

The community of social sciences in Taiwan has already raised questions about
the application of western social theories into the studies of Taiwanese society twenty
years ago. Since that time the efforts of indigenization have gone hand in hand with
the development of social sciences in Taiwan. Despite the fact that there are a lot of
solutions for these problems, this article focuses on the indigenization of the studies
of economic sociology, in particular the achievement of economic sociology based on
the theory of social embeddedness. It is divided into four parts: (1) The characteristics
of social reality. From the standpoint of P. Bourdieu, society, an individual, and a
group in different fields constitute a dynamic relationship. Society is not considered
as a reality composed of general rules. The main purpose of the indigenization of
social sciences studies, I argue, is to discover “the logic of practice” from social
context. (2) The social embeddedness. The new economic sociology illustrates the
fact that economic activities are not based on universal rules, but on the logic of social
context. The idea of social embeddedness is similar to the indigenization of social
studies. Research within the paradigm of social embeddedness can be seen as one of
the achievements of the indigenization of social studies. (3) Comparative perspective.
Comparative studies, in addition to the theories of and empirical data from other
societies, are helpful for the indigenization of social sciences. (4) Analyses of four
examples. Using the empirical studies of economic sociology within the paradigm
of social embeddedness, I attempt to illustrate the achievements of the indiginization

of social sciences in Taiwan.

Key Words: indigenization, theory and research, embeddedness and

disembeddednes
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