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The Analysis of Gender Earnings Differences
in Taiwan Labor Market

Chien-Chih Chen

Department of Social Welfare
National Chung Cheng University

Tam (1997) declared that, human capital such as specialized training, can
completely explain all of the male/female earnings differences in the United States
labor market,and the gender discrimination hypothesis is not supported.
However,Tomaskovic-Devey(1993) and Wellington(1994) indicated that ,the
variables of human capital can only explain the male/female earnings differences in
the United States labor market for about 30% to 50% .This study is based on the
national data “1997 Social Change Survey in Taiwan” to examine the hypotheses of
human capital and gender discrimination. The analysis results reveal that, even
control all the variables of personal background, human capital, and class status, for
about 53% male/female earnings differences remain notexplained. Obviously, the
human capital hypothesis is not fully supported. The present study conclude that,
there are three main factors which make the male and female in Taiwan labor market
stratified. These are gender human capital differences , gender class status

differences ,and gender discrimination in labor market.

Key Words : gender stratification, earnings inequality, human capital, gender

discrimination



