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Abstract

The establishment of Teacher Education Programs among
universities is one of the main features of recent far-reaching educational
reform in Taiwan. For the first time in almost 50 years, general
universities are allowed to train their students to obtain a high-school
teacher license. This study attempts to analyze the effect of this
institutional change on the relationship between supply and demand of
high-school teachers, and to understand the creation of the new
demand-and-supply field of high-school teachers. By analyzing the huge
internship networks, this study shows a series of segregations between
general high and vocational high schools, and between public and private
high schools in the organizational field. Furthermore, there is a significant
relationship between the internship networks and the opportunity

structure of the placement of teaching jobs.

This study demonstrates that the construction of the
demand-and-supply relationship has been largely shaped by wvarious
institutional mechanisms. The institutional inertia and the extant
structural advantages play a very significant role in deciding the location
of an organization in the field. Therefore, the organizational
characteristics and the strategies they take are rather useless in
overcoming the negative effects of their institutional niche and path
dependency. In the field of this over-supply of high-school teachers, the
most critical factors are the influence and restraint of various institutional
mechanisms rather than the competitiveness and performance of each

individual organization.

Keywords:High-School Teachers, Internship Networks, Teacher
Education Programs, Organizational Field, Normal
University System, Labor Markets



