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Abstract

The am of this research was to reflect and to review the recent
Higher Education Reform in Taiwan, through an analysis of the unique
spirit of “Liberal Education” in some American universities. This paper
asserted that the greatest myth in recent Higher Education Reform in
Taiwan lay in that the government misrecognized that they could build up
few first-class universities in Taiwan like those American first-class
universities through government’s providing enormous budget of
personnel and resource focusing on few “key universities’, furthermore to
promote the tota competitiveness of our whole country. This paper
argues that the reason why those American first-class universities have
been successful was because these universities were constructed on a
particular basis which other Third World countries universities didn’t
have. Especially, the profound tradition of “Liberty Education”
constituted the basis of undergraduate education in American universities.
And this has nourished numerous excellent talented people, which is the
essence of the American universities. Therefore, liberal education is the
main reason of the high competitiveness in American Higher Education
among the World.

The American Universities build up the system of undergraduate
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education with its Liberal Education as following principle: 1.the
distinction between® basic education” and professional education”. 2. the
distinction between “ basic science” and “ applied science” 3. the
undecided major department for the former yearsin universities.

And the best example of the spirit of this Liberal Education is in
both the *“undergraduate education” of first-class research-type
universities and private so-called “liberal arts college”. My research
would anayze : 1.the content of four-year undergraduate education in
these liberal college. 2. the difference of the education idea between the
private and public universities in the United States. 3. the special stand
point which the development of both Globalization and the
Market-orientation brings large advantages to the academic Hegemony of
the United States universities.

All these analysis would bring much heurist effect to our evaluation
of the direction of the recent development of Taiwan High Education.
Furthermore, the author will discuss the implication of the China's
“ Peking Universities Yuan-Pel (Liberal Education) Project” to Taiwan
universities.

Keywords: liberal education, Liberal Arts College, first-class
universities, undecided major department for the former
yearsin universities,



