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Risk of Subjectivity:

A Critiqueon Humanistic Education in Taiwan

LiChi
Associate Professor, Dept. of Social and Public Affairs,
Taipei Municipa University of Education

Abstract

It might be desirable to hold the ideal of Humanism. However, it
does not necessarily yield good results if we realize humanistic values
or fulfill subjectivity immediately. The issue of subjectivity now till
waitsto be cleared up.

Humanistic education has its attraction. But we have to be careful.
To fulfill subjectivity needs some conditions. Paradoxically, some of the
conditions may relate to the narrowing and the limiting of the subjectivity.
SHf-discipline depends on other-discipline, and other-discipline may
refer to limiting subjectivity. By the way, Christian’ s ethics and the
concept of transcendental God may be important to help promote
people’ s spiritual level and construct a subject in fuller meaning.

There used to be some kind of humanistic thought in traditional
Chinese society, and moral subjectivity used to be a mainstream issue in
it. However, China used to lack of self-discipline on public norms, and of
inner unity promoted by transcendental beliefs. On the basis of this kind
of socia traditions, we worry about the results of humanistic education
with subjectivity issue as its heart.

keywords. educational reform, humanism, subjectivity, moral,
self-discipline, other- discipline



