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How religious retributive justice
Improve individuals’ moral behavior
and social benefit: analyzed by a
evolutionary game theory

Jung-fu Chang

Assistant Professor, Department of Social Studies Education, Taipei
Municipal University of Education

Abstract

The aim of this study is to extend Robert H. Frank’s moral
sentiments evolutionary game theory (1988) to discuss how religious
retributive justice (Buddhism’s “karma”), which means “good is rewarded
with good and evil meets evil”, improve individuals’ moral behavior and
social benefit. Firstly, Frank’s “reputation model” and Herrnstein’s
“matching law” are introduced for discussing that religious “karma”
affects individuals’ moral behavior by three approaches: “rewards and
punishments”, “the moral sentiment of guilt” and “the possibility of
punishment”.  Secondly, it is assumed that retributive justice is able to
strengthen the “reputation phenomena”. This means that the “identity” of
believer himself can be a trustable signaling characteristic of inside
morality. By this assumption, Frank’s moral sentiments evolutionary
game is re-simulated. The main findings of simulation are: (1) “karma”
not only can increase short-run but also long-run social benefit. (2)



72 (] )

“karma” (or retributive justice) does not bring social justice, although it
brings social benefit. Two questions are discussed in the end. First, why,
before the industry revolution, are most rich countries also those taken
retributive justice belief? Second, does the deeper the belief of “karma” -
the higher the temptation from evil (the temptation from injustice
benefit)?

Keywords: virtue, moral sentiments, reputation, retributive justice,
evolutionary game



