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Public/Private Kindergarten Teachers’ Occupational
Attainment in Taiwan: Exploring the Effect of Human
Capital, Culture Capital, and Social Capital
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Abstract

There 1s humungous difference in teachers’ treatment between public
and private kindergartens that public position is the superior choice to most
of the kindergarten teachers in Taiwan. Theoretically, human capital,
culture capital, and social capital can provide the basis to the theory in
occupational attainment. But can these theories extend to kindergarten
teachers’ occupational attainment? It needs to be explored and the result

will benefit those who want to be a kindergarten teacher.

This study analyzes a database from a nationwide sampling and the
results are as follows: a teacher with higher human capital has more
opportunity to attain the job in public kindergartens and the most important
influential factors are education (years of schooling and public/private
school graduates) and certificate. Higher culture capital can benefit to
attain a job in private kindergartens. A teacher with better appearance and
talk style will win acceptance in private kindergartens. As for social
capital, there are two effects which can help attain a private kindergarten
teacher position through recommendation and benefit to attain a public
kindergarten teacher position for one with higher social resource. This
study shows three theories can explain public/private kindergarten teachers’
occupational attainment, but there is different importance to public/private

oneces.
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