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Abstract

The main objective of this study is to analyze the effects of cultural
capital on junior high school students in their talent learning classes
towards their learning achievement. Data are from the 2001 Taiwan
Education Panel Study. Analysis was accomplished on the students and
parents survey questionnaires, together with the students’ performance
scale survey. A total of 13,978 participants were analyzed. Results show
that talent classes have a significant positive effect on the junior high
school students’ learning achievement. However, the presence of talent
class in Taiwan’s education has already been so prevalent that it shows no
significant difference with the students’ level. Parents’ with high
socio-economic status does not seem to have the highest academic
opportunity, while parents’ academic background and fathers’ occupation
seems to have no positive effect on the students’ talent classes. In
addition, in the opportunity for talent classes, gender analysis shows that
female students have more opportunity than male, which is similar with the

students who has no siblings; having more opportunity than the students

with siblings, to be included in the talent class. Furthermore, students in the :
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urban areas (city) have more opportunity than the students in the rural
areas. Similarly, private school students have more opportunity than the
public school students. In essence, students’ who have more siblings have
less opportunity in the development of a better cultural capital. More so,
the earlier the start of talent classes and the longer the duration; will be

better for the students’ learning achievement.

Key words: culture capital, talent classes, learning achievement
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