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Characteristics of Subjective Social Status and Class
Identification among Elementary and Secondary
School Teachers in Taiwan

Chunn-Ying Lin
Assistant Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education,

National Dong Hwa University

Abstract

Lin and Hwang (2008) had an in-depth research on the characteristics
of class identification among elementary and secondary school teachers in
Taiwan. However, the theoretic foundation and research methods of their
research were questionable. This study attempted to expand their research
and conduct a more thorough investigation into the particularities of
subjective social status and class identification among elementary and
secondary school teachers in Taiwan. Data of “Social Change Survey in

Taiwan 2002” were extracted and analyzed.

The findings partially supported the propositions of Lin and Hwang.
Elementary and secondary school teachers showed higher levels of class
identification than those engaged in other occupations. Besides, they had
the highest proportion of middle-class identification and were least willing

to identify themselves as working class.

Other special findings included: Social network had positive influence

on subjective social status, and the elementary and secondary school
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teachers’ subjective social status was also of the highest level among all
occupational classes. With more cultural capital, a broader social network,
and a higher level of job professionalism, elementary and secondary school
teachers generally had a higher level of subjective social status and a higher
proportion of middle-class identification than those engaged in other

occupations.

Keywords: subjective social status, class identification, elementary and

secondary school teachers
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