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Abstract

This study classify three types of couple’s age difference and analyze
the relation between individual’s marriage age and couple’'s age difference
by using 2005 Taiwanese population data(the marriage number sorting by
bride and groom in Taiwan-Fukien area). The result shows that the age
monogamy is still the main type of marriage, but there is 13.7% of
marriage that wives are older their husband. The results also indicate that
when groom’'s age of marriage increase, the age difference of spouse
increase. In contrast, when bride’'s age of marriage increase, the spouse
age difference decrease. Four reasons have been discussed to explain this
phenomenon. Firstly, as aging, gender has the difference changing type of
age preference in mate selection. Secondly, the exchange type of
marriage match between young women's age and elder men’'s income is
often when men’s age of marriage increase. Thirdly, the elder men have
higher proportion of remarried. Finally, the elder men have more
intermarriage and the age difference of spouse is higher than

no-intermarriage.
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