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CORRELATIONAL ANALYSIS OF
AGENDA-SETTING PROCESSES
AMONG TRADITIONAL, INTERNET
AND PUBLIC AGENDAS IN
TAIWAN'S 2004 PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION

Tzong Horng, Dzwo (Dustin)

{ Abstract)

Based on agenda-setting theory, purpose of this study is to explore the three-way
relationships among traditional media, the Internet, and the public agenda. A national
telephone survey was conducted two weeks prior to the election day to understand if
voters’ perceptions of importance of various issues were positively correlated with
amount of media stories and the discussion messages. The findings indicated that
amount of on-line discussion messages were significantly correlated with that of
newspapers coverage. Salience of discussion messages on the electronic bulletin
boards corresponded with that of public agenda as well. Besides, a positive correlation
was found between amount of issues covered by three newspapers and that of the

Internet discussion messages.

Keywords : agenda-setting, Internet, presidential election, public opinion
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