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Simulacrum Era? “Excessive”
Participants in Reality Programs
-the “Millionstar” case

Hui-Lan Jhang

{ Abstract)

This research focuses on the trend of reality programs which have been gaining
popularity recently in Taiwan. And it brings up two points for research and observation.
First, the reality programs become one of viewers’ favorite. Second, real life has
become an unusual wonder controlled by simulacrum manipulation. This weird
development just fit the phenomenon after Debord advocated the epigram of wonder
society in 1960s: Truth-myth is combined with simulacrum , and people enter the
simulation society from the wonder society. They break through the boundaries

between spaces and suck the whole world in.

Therefore, this research is taking a reality program called “millionstar” for
example. In-depth interviews and participating-observation method were used to
collect data. It is also discussed excessive meanings which represent excessive “fans”
and excessive “work”. The research concentrates on how viewers read and interpret
“millionstar” and demonstrates how the fans of reality programs are formed in the

image-intermediary world.

Keywords: fan, millionstar, reality programs
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