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ABSTRACT

Because of its ancient religious background, the natural and cultural
resources in Tibet, the shinning pearl of the snowland, attracts Taiwanese
tourists. Because of political changes impacting Tibet’s since 1990s there
is what has been called an open door policy. At least in part because of
increased flexibility for tourism to Tibet, holiday travel has grown recently.
The number of trips by Taiwanese to Tibet increased around 168 times,
from 50 in 1992 to 8417 in 2000. Although currently religious tourism is
popular and particular religion institutions are developed to facilitate
tourism, the study of religious tourism is rare. In this study data on travel
motivation, expectation, perception and demographics were obtained by
the travel agencies whose travel escorts delivered the questionnaires to
the respondents on their flight from Tibet back to Taiwan. Totally, 69
useful questionnaires were collected for this study. Relationships of
psychological variables to travel considering the influence of
demographic factors and their role of religion in the "overall” trip to Tibet
were examined. It was found that most respondents were male,
middle-aged, Taoists or Buddhists. Their travel motivation and
expectation were to widen personal knowledge, experience history and
culture, satisfy personal curiosity, and feel the religious atmosphere. Their
travel experiences motivation ratings from high to low were religious
power, religious enthusiasm, family relationship, and folk festivals. As a
goal of this study was to produce results to be used in strategic planning
and in the management of tourism by governmental results of the study
have been to appropriate agencies both in Taiwan and on the mainland of
China.

Keywords : Tibet, religious tourism, travel motivation
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