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Subjectivity in Photo-image and Cultural Other: An
Existentialist Reflection
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Abstract

This essay discusses the issue of human subjectivity of those “freaks” in the
photographic works of Diane Arbus. This discussion is an effort to reflect on the
“normative” view of things as projected by our modern society, and to unveil the
underlying power-relationship that keeps defining who is normal in our society and
who belongs to “the others.” Local cultures, likewise, would be considered as being
under harsh scrutiny by the same power of normalization process in the modern

society.

Keywords: Subjectivity in Photo-images, Existential Aesthetic, Cultural Other,
Reflection on Modern Civilization
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