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Abstract

The study based on the points of social constructivism to explore the issue of
incarcerated mothers along with their children into prison due to lacking of social
supportive resources, and how the prison context affect the practice of motherhood
and childcare. The researchers of the study service at the Department of Early
childhood Care and Education took charge of the project from the Child Welfare
Bureau, Ministry of the Interior. From July, 2009 to Dec. 2009, 98faculty members of
the department went to the prison every week to conduct parenting courses for
incarcerated mothers. At the end of project, two researchers conducted two focus
groups to get feedback from 6 incarcerated mothers participated in the
project.Interview data was analyzed which indicated that the policy of incarcerated
mothers with their children in the prison help to build attachment relationships
between mothers and children. However, the incarcerated mothers struggle with the
problem that their children cannot have enough space to allow them to move around
and to get enough learning stimulus. A particular finding is that the motherhood
experience stimulate those incarcerated mothers face current dilemma, and force them
to solve problems to give their children a beneficial growing environment. In other
words, the incarcerated lives provide those mothers a positive meaning to construct
the function of motherhood. The study further suggests that the Ministry of Justice
should give more weights on education compared to human rights when conduct the
policy of incarcerated mother bring along with her child, also reform the management
policy of prison in order to take care of the parenting needs and motherhood needs.

Keywords : incarcerated mother, motherhood, childcare
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