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The Foundation of Qi Theme in Mind-nature Theory by Zhang-Zai

Abstract

Zhang-Zai was one of Bei-Song-Wu-Zi (five talented people in the Northern
Song Dynasty), and his theory was heir to ancient sages and the teacher of posterity
during the Ruxue renaissance of Song Dynasty. Among Zhang-Zai’s philosophy,
Mind-nature Theory and Qi theme have been received much attentions; however,
related studies about Mind-nature Theory and Qi theme in academic circles are still
insufficient. Therefore, two of the most vital part theme of Zhang-Zai is somewhat
unexpectedly divided into two sections, which undoubtedly sever the interpretation of
Zhang-Zai philosophy. According to that, the gist in this project is to clarify the
whole connection between Mind-nature Theory and Qi theme through a method of
Creative Hermeneutic.

There will be four-part discussion in this project: First, to point out creative
hermeneutic ideas in accordance with diverse interpretation of contemporary
Zhange-Zai Qi theme. Second, to state the whole structure of Zhang-Zai’s
Mind-nature Theory. Third, to clarify Mind-nature Theory and Qi theme is a theory
which follows close behind and is also arranged by orders instead of two parts of
irrelevant themes. Finally, to interpret how Zhang-Zai inherited and developed the
Ritual theory of Ruxue based on the foundation of his Qi theme.

Key words: One refrains his natural mind and then can know his nature e
Ch’i-constitution  Transforming one’s Physical Nature e Unity of the heaven
and man
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